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This issue of ELECTRON contains information on 
 new classes of registration and limited certificates 
for trainees which have been established in 
conjunction with the full introduction of the 
Electricity Amendment Act 2006 and the recently 
introduced Electricity (Safety) Regulations 2010.  

As “supervision” has become prescribed electrical 
work (in specific circumstances) the Board has 
also approved revised supervision procedures.

The Board has approved the supervision  
procedures with the objective of assisting 
employers of trainees, people who supervise 
trainees, trainees and the public with 
interpretations of the supervision requirements in 
the Electricity Act 1992 and the Electricity (Safety) 
Regulations 2010.  To provide further assistance, 
the Board has approved methodologies for the 
successful and safe supervision of trainees.

Further information on any other changes which 
have resulted from the introduction of the 
Electrity Amendment Act 2006 and the Electricity 
(Safety) Regulations 2010 will be provided in 
future issues of ELECTRON.
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Availability of documents
To enhance the question of accessibility and transparency of documentation and decisions of the 
Board, readers are reminded that agendas for Board meetings are posted on the Board’s website at 
www.ewrb.govt.nz one week prior to any meeting. In addition meeting agendas and minutes are 
available from the Registrar on request. Discussion papers and complaint hearing decisions that are 
not subject to Board Publication Orders are also available from the Registrar on request. 

TABLE ONE

Registration 
Class

Requirements / Standards for 
Registration Limits of Work

All classes of 
Registration

Every person seeking registration 
in any of the new classes of 
registration is required, as a 
prerequisite, to have satisfactorily 
completed instruction in safe 
working practices, testing, basic 
first aid and cardio-pulmonary 
resuscitation as approved by the 
Board.

The types of work each class of registration is permitted to 
perform are as listed below, unless the work being carried 
out is specifically excluded from the definition of prescribed 
electrical work by clause 2 of the First Schedule to the 
Electricity (Safety) Regulations 2010. 

Classes of registration
In a number of issues of ELECTRON the subject of new classes of electrical registration has been 
referenced and in issue 50 the Board advised that it intended to seek the approval of the Minister 
of Building and Construction for a Gazette Notice which would set out new classes of electrical 
registration.

The Minister approved a Gazette Notice and that Notice 
was published on 1 April 2010.

The following is the contents of the Board’s 
Gazette Notice:
Prescribed Classes of Registration for Electrical 
Workers Including Requirements/Standards for 
Registration, and Limits of Work in Respect of 
Each Class.

The Electrical Workers’ Registration Board (the Board) 
has responsibility for the registration and licensing of 
electrical workers.

In accordance with section 30 of the Electricity Amendment 
Act 2006 (the Amendment Act), a review has been 
conducted into the current classes of registration.

In accordance with sections 84, 85, and 86 of the 
Amendment Act, the Board gives Notice of the 
following:

1.	� As from 1 April 2010, (on which date the 
Electricity (Safety) Regulations 2010 (the 
Regulations) come into force), the classes of 
registration set out in Table One of this Notice are 
to form the new classes of registration; and

2.	� The requirements/standards for registration in 
each of the new classes of registration are those 
set out in Table One of this Notice; and

3.	� The types (i.e. limits) of work each new class of 
registration is permitted to perform are those set 
out in Table One of this Notice; and

4.	� The transitioning/reclassification of old classes 
of registration into one of the new classes of 
registration are as set out in Table Two of this 
Notice.
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Registration 
Class

Requirements / Standards for 
Registration Limits of Work

Electrical Inspector Those seeking registration as an 
Electrical Inspector must fulfil all 
the requirements of one of the 
three options specified below:

Option 1

(a)	� Passed the Electrical 
Inspector written 
examination;  and

(b)	� passed the Electrical 
Inspector practical 
examination or  
assessment;  and

(c)	� been registered as an 
Electrician for not less 
than three years and 
completed three year 
practical experience which is 
satisfactory to the Board.

Option 2

(a)	 �Had the status of Qualified 
Engineer under the 
Electricity Act 1992 for 
not less than three years 
and completed three year 
practical experience which is 
satisfactory to the Board.

Option 3 

(a)	� Been registered as an 
Electrical Engineer for not 
less than three years and 
completed three years 
practical experience which is 
satisfactory to the Board.

The types of work an Electrical Inspector is permitted to 
carry out are:

(a)	� the installation or maintenance of conductors used 
in works or installations;  and

(b)	� the installation or maintenance of fittings connected, 
or intended to be connected, to conductors used in 
works or installations;  and

(c)	� the connection or disconnection of fittings to or from 
a power supply, other than by means of a plug or 
pin inserted into a socket, or an appliance coupler 
inserted into an appliance inlet;  and

(d)	 the maintenance of appliances;  and

(e)	� the testing of work described in paragraphs (a) to (d) 
above;  and

(f)	� the certification of work described in paragraphs (a) 
to (d) above;  and

(g)	� the inspection of work described in paragraphs (a) to 
(d) above;  and

(h)	� the supervision of any work described in paragraphs 
(a) to (g) above.
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Registration 
Class

Requirements / Standards for 
Registration Limits of Work

Electrician Those seeking registration as an 
Electrician must have:

(a)	� Passed the Electrician 
theoretical written 
examination;  and

(b)	� passed the Electrician 
regulatory written 
examination;  and

(c)	� passed the Electrician 
practical examination or 
three stage assessments;  
and

(d)	� completed an Electrician 
competency based training 
programme or completed 
four years practical training/
experience in the work 
of an Electrician which is 
satisfactory to the Board.

The types of work an Electrician is permitted to carry out 
are:

(a)	� the installation or maintenance of conductors used 
in works or installations;  and

(b)	� the installation or maintenance of fittings connected, 
or intended to be connected, to conductors used in 
works or installations;  and

(c)	� the connection or disconnection of fittings to or from 
a power supply, other than by means of a plug or 
pin inserted into a socket, or an appliance coupler 
inserted into an appliance inlet;  and

(d)	 the maintenance of appliances;  and

(e)	� the testing of work described in paragraphs (a) to (d) 
above;  and

(f)	� the certification of work described in paragraphs (a) 
to (d) above;  and

(g)	� the supervision of any work described in paragraphs 
(a) to (f) above. 

Electrical Engineer Those seeking registration as an 
Electrical Engineer must fulfil all 
the requirements of one of the 
three options specified below:

Option 1

(a)	 �Immediately prior to 
the promulgation of 
the Electricity (Safety) 
Regulations 2010 (i.e. 1 
April 2010) was a Qualified 
Engineer under the 
Electricity Act 1992.

Option 2

(a)	� Holds a Bachelor of 
Engineering (Electrical) 
qualification;  and

(b)	� passed the Electrician 
regulatory written 
examination;  and

(c)	� passed the Electrician 
practical examination or 
three stage assessments.

The types of work an Electrical Engineer is permitted to 
carry out are:

(a)	� the installation or maintenance of conductors used 
in works or installations;  and

(b)	� the installation or maintenance of fittings connected, 
or intended to be connected, to conductors used in 
works or installations;  and

(c)	� the connection or disconnection of fittings to or from 
a power supply, other than by means of a plug or 
pin inserted into a socket, or an appliance coupler 
inserted into an appliance inlet;  and

(d)	 the maintenance of appliances;  and

(e)	� the testing of work described in paragraphs (a) to (d) 
above;  and

(f)	� the certification of work described in paragraphs (a) 
to (d) above;  and

(g)	� the supervision of any work described in paragraphs 
(a) to (f) above.
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Registration 
Class

Requirements / Standards for 
Registration Limits of Work

Option 3

(a)	� Holds a National 
Diploma in Engineering 
(Electrotechnology) (Level 6), 
or New Zealand Certificate 
in Engineering (Electrical);  
and

(b)	� passed the Electrician 
regulatory written 
examination;  and

(c)	� passed the Electrician 
practical examination or 
three stage assessments;  
and

(d)	� completed three years 
practical experience which is 
satisfactory to the Board. 

 

Electrical Installer Those seeking registration as an 
Electrical Installer must have:

(a)	� passed the Electrical 
Installer theoretical written 
examination;  and

(b)	� passed the Electrician 
regulatory written 
examination;  and

(c)	� passed the Electrician 
practical examination or 
three stage assessments;  
and

(d)	� completed an Electrical 
Installer competency 
based training programme 
or completed two years 
practical training/experience 
in the work of an Electrical 
Installer which is satisfactory 
to the Board.

The types of work an Electrical Installer is permitted to 
carry out are:

(a)	� the installation or maintenance of conductors used 
in works or installations which are directly related to 
one or more of the following;

	 (i)     security systems;  or

	 (ii)	   fire alarm systems;  or

	 (iii)	   railway systems;  or

	 (iv)	   lift/escalator systems;  or

	 (v)	   heating/ventilating/air conditioning systems;  or

	 (vi)	   �renewable energy systems of electrical supply 
which do not exceed 10kVA capacity and are 
intended for connection to a standard low 
voltage installation (not including any works, 
installation, appliance or fitting that may be 
connected to those systems of supply).
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Registration 
Class

Requirements / Standards for 
Registration Limits of Work

(b)	� the installation or maintenance of fittings connected, 
or intended to be connected, to conductors used in 
works or installations which are directly connected to 
one or more of the systems described in paragraph 
(a)(i) to (v) above;  and

(c)	� the connection or disconnection of fittings to or from 
a power supply, other than by means of a plug or 
pin inserted into a socket, or an appliance coupler 
inserted into an appliance inlet which are directly 
connected to the systems described in paragraph (a)
(i) to (v) above;  and

(d)	� the maintenance of appliances which are directly 
connected to the systems described in paragraph (a)
(i) to (v) above;  and

(e)	� the testing of work described in paragraphs (a) to (d) 
above and;

(f)	� the certification of work described in paragraphs (a) 
to (d) above;  and

(g)	� the supervision of any work described in paragraphs 
(a) to (f) above.

Electrical Service 
Technician

Those seeking registration as an 
Electrical Service Technician must 
have:

(a)	� passed the Electrical 
Service Technician written 
theoretical examination; and

(b)	� passed the Electrical 
Service Technician practical 
examination or practical 
assessments; and

(c)	� completed an Electrical 
Service Technician 
competency based training 
programme or completed  
18 months practical training/
experience in the work of an 
Electrical Service Technician 
which is satisfactory to 
the Board.  The 18 months 
practical training/experience 
must include at least six 
months training/experience 
on multi phase appliances 
or fittings

The types of work an Electrical Service Technician is 
permitted to carry out are:

(a)	� the maintenance of fittings that are connected to 
conductors used in works or electrical installations;  
and

(b)	 the maintenance of appliances;  and

(c)	� the disconnection and connection of fittings and 
appliances from and to a power supply, other than 
by means of a plug or pin inserted into a socket, or 
an appliance coupler inserted into an appliance inlet; 
for the purpose of the maintenance of those fittings;  
and

(d)	� the testing of work described in paragraphs (a) to (c) 
above;  and

(e)	� the certification of work described in paragraphs (a) 
to (c) above;  and

(f)	� the supervision of any work described in paragraphs 
(a) to (e) above. 
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Registration 
Class

Requirements / Standards for 
Registration Limits of Work

Electrical Appliance 
Serviceperson 
(Endorsed to 
disconnect and 
connect)

Those seeking registration as an 
Electrical Appliance Serviceperson 
(endorsed to disconnect and 
connect) must have:

(a)	� passed the Electrical 
Appliance Serviceperson 
(Endorsed to disconnect and 
connect) written theoretical 
examination; and

(b)	� passed the Electrical 
Appliance Serviceperson 
(Endorsed to disconnect 
and connect) practical 
examination or practical 
assessments; and

(c)	� completed an Electrical 
Appliance Serviceperson 
(Endorsed to disconnect 
and connect) competency 
based training programme 
or completed 18 months 
practical training/experience 
in the work of an Electrical 
Appliance Serviceperson 
(Endorsed to disconnect 
and connect) which is 
satisfactory to the Board. 

The types of work an Electrical Appliance Serviceperson 
(Endorsed to disconnect and connect) is permitted to carry 
out are:

(a)	� the maintenance of appliances that have an 
electrical rating of not more than 250 volts which 
are supplied by plug and flexible cord;  and

(b)	� the disconnection and connection of the appliances 
described in paragraph (a) above from a power 
supply where a plug or appliance coupler is not 
fitted but the flexible cord is connected to a 
permanent connection unit;  and

(c)	� the testing of work described in paragraphs (a) and 
(b) above;  and

(d)	� the certification of work described in paragraphs (a) 
and (b) above;  and

(e)	� the supervision of any work described in paragraphs 
(a) to (d) above. 

Electrical Appliance 
Serviceperson

Those seeking registration as an 
Electrical Appliance Serviceperson 
must have:

(a)	� passed the Electrical 
Appliance Serviceperson 
written theoretical 
examination;  and

(b)	� passed the Electrical 
Appliance Serviceperson 
practical examination or 
practical assessments;  and

(c)	� completed an Electrical 
Appliance Serviceperson 
competency based training 
programme or completed  
18 months practical 
training/experience in 
the work of an Electrical 
Appliance Serviceperson 
which is satisfactory to 
the Board.

The types of work an Electrical Appliance Serviceperson is 
permitted to carry out are:

(a)	� the maintenance of appliances that have an 
electrical rating of not more than 250 volts and are 
supplied by plug and flexible cord;  and

(b)	� the testing of work described in paragraph (a) above; 
and

(c)	� the supervision of any work described in paragraphs 
(a) and (b) above.
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Registration 
Class

Requirements / Standards for 
Registration Limits of Work

Associated 
Tradesperson

Those seeking registration as an 
Associated Tradesperson must 
have:

(a)	� obtained registration from 
the Plumbers Gasfitters 
and Drainlayers Board as a 
plumber or a gasfitter or a 
plumber/gasfitter;  and

(b)	� passed the Associated 
Tradesperson written 
theoretical examination(s);  
and

(c)	� passed the Associated 
Tradesperson practical 
examination(s) or 
assessment(s).  

The types of work an Associated Tradesperson is permitted 
to carry out are:

Associated Tradesperson (Plumber)

(a)	� the maintenance and replacement of fittings that 
have an electrical rating of not more than 250 volts 
and 16 amperes which are one of the following: 

	 (i)   �storage water heater 			      
elements;

	 (ii)   �storage water heater 			       
thermostats.

(b)	� the disconnection and connection of fittings from or 
to a power supply, other than by means of a plug or 
pin inserted into a socket, or an appliance coupler 
inserted into an appliance inlet; where those fittings 
have an electrical rating of not more than 250 volts 
and 16 amperes and are one of the following;

	 (i)    waste disposal units;

	 (ii)   electronic water control units;

	 (iii)   water pressure devices;

	 (iv)  storage water heaters. 

(c)	� the testing of work described in paragraphs (a) and 
(b) above;  and

(d)	� the certification of work described in paragraphs (a) 
and (b) above;  and

(e)	� the supervision of any work described in paragraphs 
(a) to (d) above.

Associated Tradesperson (Gasfitter)

(f)	� the maintenance and replacement of fittings that 
have an electrical rating of not more than 250 
volts and 16 amperes which form part of gas fired 
equipment; and 
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Registration 
Class

Requirements / Standards for 
Registration Limits of Work

(g)	� the disconnection and connection of fittings from 
or to a power supply, other than by means of a 
plug or pin inserted into a socket, or an appliance 
coupler inserted into an appliance inlet; where those 
fittings have an electrical rating of not more than 
250 volts and 16 amperes and form part of gas fired 
equipment;  and 

(h)	� the testing of work described in paragraphs (f) and 
(g) above;  and

(i)	� the certification of work described in paragraphs  
(f) and (g) above;  and

(j)	� the supervision of any work described in paragraphs 
(f) to (i) above.

Associated Tradesperson (Plumber/Gasfitter) 
(k)	� All of the work described in paragraphs (a) to (j) 

above.

Line Mechanic Those seeking registration as a 
Line Mechanic must have:

(a)	� passed the Line Mechanic 
written examination;  and

(b)	� passed the Line Mechanic 
practical examination or 
assessment;  and

(c)	� completed a Line Mechanic 
competency based training 
programme or completed 
two years training/
experience in the work of 
a Line Mechanic which is 
satisfactory to the Board.

The types of work a Line Mechanic is permitted to carry 
out are:

(a)	� the installation or maintenance of conductors used 
as electric lines in works;  and

(b)	� the installation or maintenance of conductors used 
as electric lines in installations;  and

(c)	� the installation or maintenance of fittings connected, 
or intended to be connected, to the work described 
in paragraph (a) above;  and

(d)	� the installation or maintenance of fittings connected, 
or intended to be connected, to the work described 
in paragraph (b) above;  and

(e)	� the connection or disconnection of work described 
in paragraphs (a) and (c) above to or from a power 
supply; and
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Registration 
Class

Requirements / Standards for 
Registration Limits of Work

(f)	� the connection or disconnection of work described 
in paragraphs (b) and (d) above to or from a power 
supply; and

(g)	� the maintenance of appliances where the appliance 
is supplied with electricity directly from an electric 
line;  and

(h)	� the testing of work described in paragraphs (a) to (g) 
above;  and

(i)	� the certification of work described in paragraphs (a) 
to (g) above; and

(j)	� the supervision of any work described in paragraphs 
(a) to (i) above

Cable Jointer	 Those seeking registration as a 
Cable Jointer must have:

(a)	� passed the Cable Jointer 
written examination;  and

(b)	� passed the Cable Jointer 
practical examination or 
practical assessment;  and

(c)	� completed a Cable Jointer 
competency-based training 
programme or completed 
two years training/
experience in the work of 
a Cable Jointer which is 
satisfactory to the Board.

The types of work a Cable Jointer is permitted to carry  
out are:

(a)	� the installation or maintenance of conductors of 
low or high voltage polymeric and paper insulated 
cables including oil and gas filled cables and oil and 
gas pressured cables that necessitate the specialist 
jointing and terminating of such cables;  and

(b)	� the installation or maintenance of fittings connected, 
or intended to be connected, to the work described 
in paragraph (a) above; and

(c)	� the connection of low voltage conductors described 
in paragraph (a) above or low voltage fittings 
described in paragraph (b) above to a power supply; 
and 

(d)	� the testing of work described in paragraphs (a) to (c) 
above;  and

(e)	� the certification of work described in paragraphs (a) 
to (c) above that is carried out in any installation;  
and

(f)	� the supervision of any work described in paragraphs 
(a) to (e) above. 
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TABLE TWO
Present class of registration or authorisation New registration class

Electrical inspector Electrical inspector 

Electrician Electrician 

Qualified engineer Electrical engineer 

Electrician limited from the transitional provisions of the Act Electrical installer

Electrician limited to domestic security installations Electrical installer

Electrical service technician unlimited Electrical service technician

Electrical service technician limited to the servicing of fittings 
up to 460 volts and the disconnection and reconnection of 
those fittings from fixed wiring for servicing purposes  
(Level “B”)

Electrical service technician

Electrical service technician limited the servicing of 230 
volt fittings supplied by plug and flexible cord including the 
connection of those appliances to fixed outlets

Electrical Appliance Serviceperson (Endorsed to disconnect 
and connect)

Electrical service technician limited to the servicing of 230 
volt fittings supplied by plug and flexible cord (Level “A”)

Electrical appliance serviceperson

Tradesperson Associated tradesperson

Line mechanic limited to distribution Line mechanic 

Line mechanic limited to transmission Line mechanic 

Line mechanic limited to traction Line mechanic 

Line mechanic limited to cable joining Cable Jointer

The gazetting of the above Notice brings to a conclusion a consultation process that commenced in April 2007 and 
the Board would like to thank all the people who provided comment during the process.

Next steps in relation to registration classes
As the Electricity (Safety) Regulations 2010 amended the definition of prescribed electrical work and as some 
registrations have had name changes, all people who hold registrations will be corresponded with and provided with 
advice on the new limits of work applicable to their individual registrations.

Limited Certificates for Trainees and Supervision 
Procedures
The Board has approved the requirements for the issuing of limited certificates for trainees and 
supervision procedures. The requirements and procedures are available for viewing on the Board’s 
website at www.ewrb.govt.nz 
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Development of the Electrical Workers Registration System

In issue 49 of ELECTRON it was reported that the final stage of the development of the new 
registration and licensing system was well underway.

New Register

On the 12th of April 2010 the new system will  
be introduced and it can be accessed through the 
Board’s website at www.ewrb.govt.nz or direct to  
http://ewr.dbh.govt.nz  all registered electrical workers 
should visit the new site and follow the step by step 
process to activate your own account.

How the new system will work
The new system will retain the same functions as the 
previous one and electrical workers will be able to:

•	 change personal details;
•	 record ongoing training required for the issuing of 

practising licences;
•	 complete practising licence applications;
•	 make purchases at the online store;

•	 search the public register;
•	 view examination results;
•	 complete and pay for Certificates of Compliance; 

and
•	 view, download and print Standards from the 

Standards New Zealand database.

An activation code which enables the new system to 
be accessed will be included in the correspondence 
which is being forwarded to all registered people on the 
classes of registration.

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to visit 
the Board’s website at www.ewrb.govt.nz telephone 
our contact centre on 0800 66-1000.


